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Abstract

While there are general expectations for thesis and dissertation writing,
there are also discipline specific expectations for how theses and
dissertations should be written in different areas of study. Many of these
conventions and expectations, however, are subtle. As Parry (1998: 273)
argues:

[these conventions] may not be readily identifiable to experienced
scholars, yet doctoral students are expected to learn and master them,
suggesting that discipline specific writing norms and conventions are
learned largely by tacit means during doctoral study.

Among the discipline specific conventions listed by Parry are the structure
of academic argument, the ways in which ideas are linked in a text, and
conventions for citation and critique. Disciplines also often have their own
preferred ways of doing things in terms of thesis organization. This,
however, has not been extensively explored in the research literature. It is,
thus, hard to tell students exactly what these differences are so they can
take account of them in their writing.

This workshop will summarise previous research on thesis and dissertation
organization. It will then invite workshop participants to comment on and
discuss the extent to which different thesis and dissertation types are
applicable in their own areas of study.
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